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Bishop Murry used the occasion to address upcoming changes in the diocese 

Catholics from across the diocese who gathered for the annual Chrism Mass April 9 at St. Columba Cathedral heard a different kind of homily than some might have expected.

Bishop George Murry, S.J., used the occasion to address the subject of change in general and the forthcoming changes that will result from the ongoing Comprehensive Study of Parishes and Schools, as the current planning process is known.

Jesus demanded change and brought forth life from death, the bishop said, and his followers must do the same. “Jesus has given his Church the task of continuing that mission to bring life from death. We – the priests, deacons, religious, and lay men and women – we who are the Church, we are called, sent and equipped with the power of the Holy Spirit to accomplish the task that He began. But in order for us to fulfill that sacred mission,” the bishop added, “we, just as those men and women whom He encountered in the Scriptures, must change.”

Change must not be for the sake of change, he said, but rather “change because the Lord wants to give us new life. And He wants to lead us to a new home and transform us into an even more faithful Church.” What must modern-day disciples in this diocese do to accomplish that task? the bishop asked the congregation. “What must we die to, in order to live more fully and more freely?” He suggested six areas:

 “We must die to the false belief that the Church is a building. Then we can live with the truth, that the Church is her people wherever they are, whatever their ethnic origin, and whichever language they speak.”

“We must die to the narrow concept of my parish and my school. Then we can live to accept our common responsibility to educate our children in the Faith by adequately financing a reasonable number of schools.”

“We must die to the dreamy longing for the good old days of old. Then we can live to be truly open to new ways of collaborative ministry which will utilize the many gifts that the Spirit has given us, especially the gifts that have been given to our youth.”

“We must die to the fear of going outside the boundaries of our communities. Then we can learn to be a more dynamic and evangelizing Church.”

“We must die to our reticence to sing and pray aloud. Then we can live, as we do each year at this Mass, to celebrate with full, active and conscious participation.”

“We must die to our hesitations to welcome the stranger and to see the poor. Then we can live to discover Christ in every human being.” 

“That new life is the purpose of the ministry of Jesus,” Bishop Murry said. “And it is the goal of our efforts at diocesan planning.” The coming changes will not be easy, he added, but the Church will not lose its way as it undergoes them. “It has been said that most people do not fear change. What we fear is loss: loss of identity, loss of purpose, loss of self. I do not stand before you this morning and claim that the changes needed in our diocese – and consequently the changes needed in our lives – will be easy. Authentic change never is. But I can assure you that we will not lose ourselves. We will not lose our moorings. We will remain in union with the source of all life, Jesus Christ, and through him we will come to know new life. Because the Lord is with us, whatever fear we have will be put away and will give way to new courage. Old dreams will open to new visions, and the temptation of despair will break upon the rocks of new hope.”

Recalling an incident reported after the 1906 San Francisco earthquake in which an old man was trying to read the inscription on the Dewey Monument in Union Square through glasses with broken-out lenses, the bishop said the situation in the diocese is different. “Unlike that man, as we change and grow as the Church in the Diocese of Youngstown, our vision is clear, because we can look and see through the lens of Jesus Christ,” he told those present. “Come then, and embrace the challenges and the task that God has given our diocese for our time. We need not be afraid because we are called to change, for to change is to live. What we must do, however, is to seize the opportunity, today and in this hour, to commit ourselves to walk through change with Christ and with each other.”

No parish or school should feel that they have to carry the weight of change alone, Bishop Murry added later. “Instead, let us stand with each other and carry that weight together. Together, we will find that new home in the Church, and with the assistance of oil and Eucharist, we will reach our destination, and reach our destination in peace. Then when we see and feel the Church even more alive in northeastern Ohio, we too will be able to say from the depths of our heart that great prayer of amazing faith, “Praise God from whom all blessings flow.”

The Mass of Chrism was broadcast on the Ecumenical Telecommunications Network (ETC) through the efforts of the Catholic Television Network of Youngstown (CTNY) on various cable channels in the days following the event.

